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Day Three
Tuesday, November 3rd 
Prayer Focus: Nation and Leaders

1 Timothy 2:1-4, 8 — I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving 
be made for all people—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet 
lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all people 
to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth…I want men everywhere to lift up holy 
hands in prayer, without anger or disputing.

When we first read these instructions that Paul left for his young friend, Timothy, it may be easy 
to o�er explanations and excuses for why this no longer applies to the modern Christian Church. 
“Paul couldn’t possibly understand the complexity of modern politics.” “If this letter were written 
today, there is no way Paul would say to pray for so-and-so.” “The division today is di�erent than 
the division then. Paul wouldn’t ask us to pray for them.”

Paul understood, better than most, exactly what he was asking Timothy and his church to do. The 
Roman emperor at the time of this letter was named Nero. Nero was famous in his day and in 
ours for many atrocities, including murdering thousands of people (even his own mother), burn-
ing Christians at the stake to provide light, instituting more crucifixions, and personally cam-
paigning for the persecution of Christians. Paul knew what he was commanding Timothy, and 
Paul knew what he was commanding us.

Even if we don’t like or agree with the leaders in our lives, we can still pray for them. We pray for 
them to have the wisdom and strength to obey God and lead us well. 

God puts leaders over us for our benefit, and their decisions can significantly impact our circum-
stances. This is one reason the Bible tells us to pray for those in authority over us, from our par-
ents and pastors, to our employers and government o�cials.

Today is election Tuesday in America. It’s a day to which many people often look forward to, but 
just like nearly everything else in 2020, it feels a little di�erent this year. While some may look 
forward to this day more than in election years past, others are wary of possible outcomes.
Regardless of political leanings, favorite candidates, or the winner of the election, we can all 
agree on one thing—it is Jesus who is our Savior, not a political party, and we can always take our 
concerns to Him.
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“Father, I bring the needs of our government before You and ask You to bless our nation through 
godly leaders. I magnify the name of Jesus and declare that He is Lord over this nation. I pray for 
peace, strength, wisdom, and guidance for all levels of government in my life. From the highest 
o�ce of our federal government, to the janitorial sta� in my local government, and everyone in 
between, I pray that You work in the hearts and minds of all that are involved. I pray that You 
would interrupt their lives with Your grace, mercy, and love, and grant me opportunities to be 
interrupted in the same way. In Jesus’ name, amen.”


